
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

March 17, 2011 

 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of Portage Public Schools held on Thursday, 

March 17, 2011, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Hollenbeck in the Community 

Room of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  He welcomed an audience of 70 

people and all in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present:  Kevin Hollenbeck, Geoff Howe, Melanie Kurdys, Rusty Rathburn, 

Bo Snyder, Randy Van Antwerp, and Joanne Willson 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

Administration Present: Marsha Wells, Superintendent 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, seconded by Mrs. Willson, that the Board of Education move 

into closed session for the purpose of discussing attorney-client privileged information [Section 

8 (h) of the Open Meetings Act].   

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The Board moved into closed session at 6:35 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 7:58 p.m. 

 

ACTION ITEM 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mrs. Willson, that the Board of Education 

accept the resignation of Superintendent Marsha Wells and authorize the Board President to 

execute the related Agreement on behalf of the District, which includes a severance payment of 

$250,000, the purchase of one year of retirement credit at a cost of $22,550.40, and mutual 

releases and waivers of claims by the parties.  President Hollenbeck offered a friendly 

amendment stating the Superintendent’s resignation was effective June 30, 2011. 

 

All Trustees shared personal remarks and statements prior to voting on this motion. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, motion carried by a vote of 6-1. 

 

Superintendent Wells spoke of District accomplishments during her tenure which included passing 

the Bond that funded four major building projects, renewal of the Regional Enhancement Millage, 

balancing budgets, great student academic strides and exceptionally talented staff. 
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President Hollenbeck read a joint statement on behalf of the Board and Superintendent Wells about 

the confidentiality of this amicable agreement which was in the best interest of District students. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Hollenbeck opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked 

if there were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board.  Mr. Van Antwerp explained 

guidelines the Board uses for this portion of the meeting. 

 

Ms. Mary Lou Wright, 8915 Kingsport, a citizen and retired Administrator, addressed the Board in 

support of Superintendent Wells and highlighted District achievements. 

 

Mr. Dave Felicijan, 8134 Black Forest, a citizen and parent, addressed the Board in support of 

Superintendent Wells. 

 

Mr. Jim Garlick, 5251 Colony Woods Drive, a citizen and retired Administrator, addressed the 

Board in support of Superintendent Wells. 

 

Mr. Mark Anthony Martin, 10519 Dandale Street, a citizen, shared concern for healthcare costs and 

support of the Board. 

 

Mr. Bob Walker, 2812 Vanderbilt Avenue, a citizen and retired teacher, addressed the Board in 

support of Superintendent Wells. 

 

Mrs. Deb Polderman, 10180 Lloy Street, a citizen and former Board member, addressed the Board 

in support of Superintendent Wells. 

 

Mrs. Lissa Hartridge, 3723 Songbird Lane, a citizen, addressed the Board in support of 

Superintendent Wells. 

 

Ms. Lois Snyder, 623 Roseview, a citizen, addressed the Board in support of Superintendent Wells. 

 

Mr. Eric VerHey, 50314 Fulton Road, Portage Education Association (PEA) President, clarified a 

media report pertaining to the Board and Superintendent. 

 

Mr. Onaiwu Ogbomo, 5380 Telluride Road, a citizen, addressed the Board in support of 

Superintendent Wells. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 


